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Six New Preserve America Communities in Colorado Designated by BirLady Laura Bush

EADS, CO - Six new Colorado Preserve America communities receiveddngficates of designation
today, signed by Mrs. Laura Bush, First Lady of the United States and Honorarpf{IP@@serve
America.

Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, and Prowers counties join 473 other commtimiieghout the
nation, including 17 in Colorado, as Preserve America Communities. Coloradbis taiev 23.

Presenting the certificates on Mrs. Bush'’s behalf to county offidiaisg ceremonies at the nation’s new
National Park Service (NPS) Sand Creek Massacre National HiSitgievere Ann A. Pritzlaff, a
presidentially-appointed member of the Advisory Council on Historic Rrasen (ACHP) and outreach
coordinator of Colorado Preservation, Inc.; U.S. Representative Marilyn Mesgnd Michael D.
Snyder, director of the Intermountain Region, NPS.

“There are significant economic, educational, and cultural benefiisiding heritage tourism, that
historic preservation brings to a community,” Pritzlaff said. “Suostale preservation is not a cost for
maintaining the past, it is an investment in building the future. Thesmugnities are leaders in this trend
and have created a positive example for others that will long benefit Gmlorad

Preserve America Communities may be municipalities, counties, tribgistiact historic neighborhoods
within major urban areas. Until these newest six counties wesgnized as part of the Southeastern
Colorado Preserve America event—which included a youth summit and the oléidieation of the Sand
Creek Massacre National Historic Site—only 28 other counties nationwdderéégously been so
designated, including two other counties in Colorado: Montezuma and Park.

The 15 other previously designated Preserve America Communities in @oéweaBreckenridge,
Cripple Creek, Denver, Durango, Fort Collins, Frisco, Georgetown, Glenwood §p&reeley, Lake
City, Leadville, Pagosa Springs, Pueblo, Silverton, and Steamboat Springs.

One Colorado project, the Beaumont Hotel in Ouray, received a Preseeredmresidential Award in
2004. This highest national honor for historic preservation and heritaggnas another program of the
overall Preserve America initiative. To date, only 12 such awards havegivea since the initiative
began in 2003. They are presented at a special White House ceremony eyénychlacide with
National Preservation Month.

The Preserve America initiative is a White House effort to elagauand support community efforts for
the preservation and enjoyment of America’s priceless cultural ancihiagwitage. The goals of the
initiative include: a greater shared knowledge about the nation’ssp@stgthened regional identities and
local pride; increased local participation in preserving the countryttural and natural heritage assets;
and support for the economic vitality of communities.
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Designees receive national recognition for their efforts andigible for special Preserve America
Grants. Last year, the first 68 grants totaling $5 million were aadamdtionally, including six grants
made to Colorado communities and the Colorado Historical Society faedatt of $427,563, or about
8.5 percent of all national grants for 2006. One of the matching grants made to Colanattave
regional heritage tourism marketing program in southeast Coloraddgbaeeeived funding from the
state, private foundations, and local communities. This year, anotherli®® msivailable nationwide
through the program, which is administered by the NPS. The president’s budigtdioydar 2008
proposes $10 million for Preserve America grants.

Other benefits to Preserve America Communities include use of ther\Rrésmerica logo, listing on a
government Web-based directory to showcase preservation and heritégya &ftorts, eligibility for
special Preserve America grants, and special funding opportunitiesdofffiervarious government agency
programs. See www.PreserveAmerica.gov for more information.

For more information on the Southeast Colorado Preserve America eeast pke
www.coloradopreservation.org. For more information on the ACHP, pleaserse@ehp.gov.
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